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Going through a Nevada divorce and/or custody battle 

may be one of the toughest challenges you will ever face. 

We know you likely spent years and perhaps even 

decades trying to make your marriage work and you didnôt 

come to the decision to divorce lightly. Seeking out a 

qualified Nevada divorce attorney can be extremely 

helpful. We created this eBook for educational purposes 

only.  

We understand. 

It should not be construed as legal advice or a legal opinion 

as to any specific facts or circumstances. This information is 

based on general principles of Nevada law at the time it was 

created and you should be aware laws frequently change. 

Moreover, the laws affecting you may differ depending on the 

circumstances. You should consult with a qualified attorney in 

your own state or jurisdiction concerning your particular 

situation. This eBook does not create a client-attorney 

relationship with Drizin Law. 
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The Divorce Process 

4.Asset Division  

The court will decide 
which assets will be 
allocated to each 
spouse. This 
process involves 
which assets are 
community as 
opposed to separate 
assets. 

5. Debt Division 

You and your spouse 
will also need to have 
your debts divided.  
This becomes 
complicated as your 
creditors donôt care 
about your divorce and 
who the Court orders 
to pay the bills.  They 
just want their money. 

3. Spousal Support 

  

2. Child Support 

The Court is required 
to order child support 
payments in all cases 
where children are 
involved.  The amount 
of child support is 
based upon a Nevada 
formula which will be 
discussed on page 10. 
However, you should 
be aware there are  
always exceptions to 
the formula!  
 
 
 

Spousal support (if 
any) will need to be 
determined. The 
amount of spousal 
support depends upon 
many factors such as 
the length of your 
marriage, each 
spouseôs earning 
capability, and their 
respective financial 
ability and need.  

1. Child Custody 

  
The primary focus in 
custody determination 
is to advocate for the 
best interest of the 
child/children. Several 
factors are considered 
and will be discussed 
in more detail on page 
11. 

Five important considerations. 
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How long does a divorce take? 
It depends on how quickly you and your spouse can agree on the issues. It can take as 

little as a few months to over a year for contested cases involving custody or asset 

allocation issues. A competent attorney can ensure the process keeps moving forward.*

  

May June July August September October 

Keep in mind, that a divorce can finalize significant issues that have a lasting impact on how you live. Moving as fast as possible is not the goal, you will want to retain 

experienced counsel who can help guide you to carefully consider all the issues and decide the best options for you and your family. 



5 To begin the divorce, a legal document called a complaint is filed. 

The plaintiff is the person who files the complaint, and the 

defendant is the other party named in the complaint. Generally 

there is no advantage to filing the complaint.  However, if you need 

some legal relief and you do not petition the Court, it will be held 

against you later. Accordingly there are some tactical decisions 

which should be made regarding particular types of filings. 

 

After receiving the complaint, the defendant has 20 days to 

respond.  

 

If children are involved, you participate in mediation. Although you 

are not required to come to a resolution, your participation is 

mandatory.  If you cannot reach an agreement, the Court will hold a 

trial and issue a decision. 

 

If the parties are unable to reach a mutually accepted agreement, 

the case will be scheduled for trial. Before you go to trial, the parties 

will participate in discovery. Discovery may include: 

 

ÅRequests for documents, such as bank statements 

ÅWritten questions and answers under oath 

ÅSubpoenas 

How the Nevada Divorce Process Starts 
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The court is directed to make an equal division of the community 

assets and debts (also known as community property) at the 

time of divorce.  However, there are times the court may award 

certain property to one party over the other. An experienced 

attorney will ensure that you receive all that you are entitled to 

by law. 

 

If either party inherits an asset during marriage, it is generally 

awarded to them as their separate property. Similarly, assets 

acquired prior to marriage are considered separate 

property.  Things get complicated when one spouse inherits 

money but then commingles this money by depositing it in a 

marital bank account where paychecks and other community 

property is deposited.  This can pose a problem down the road if 

a divorce petition requests to award the inheritance to only one 

of the parties.  

 

It then becomes necessary to trace the inherited money to its 

original source. This can be problematic if too much time has 

passed or significant activity has occurred in the account so that 

the inheritance has lost its separated nature. 

The Court must do its best to 

equally divide the marital assets 
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Real Estate 

Any real property that was 

purchased while you were 

married.* 

Debt 

Any debt incurred during the 

marriage: Mortgages, Autos, 

Credit Cards 

Your Vehicles 

Any vehicles purchased when 

you were married. 

Personal Property 

Any personal property 

purchased during the 

marriage.  

Checking/Savings/ 

401K/Retirement 
The total of all cash and 

investments that were 

accumulated while married. 

Businesses 

Any businesses that were 

created or expanded during 

the marriage. 

Whatôs Considered Community Property? 

* If you owned property prior to your marriage, a portion of that asset may  be considered community property if the 

community funds helped pay the mortgage even if itôs only in your name. 

Nevada is a community property state. Community property is 

everything a married couple acquires together, including money 

earned, debts incurred, and property acquired during the marriage. 

The courts generally divide community property equally at the time 

of divorce. 
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